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CONNOTATION AND RESEARCH
OF SOCIAL-CUL TURAL
TRANSFORMING IN SOCIAL GEOGRAPHY

WAN G Xing-zhong
( Human Geography Institute, Xi'an International Studies University, Xi'an 710061, China)

Abstract : Based on theoriesof famous scholarsin western countries and ome influentia scientific peri-
odicas, the paper discusses the connotation and research of sociacultura tranforming in ocia geog
raphy , and epeciadly paysfar more attention to the theory and contents and research directionsof the
“ new” scia geography. The socia-cultura trandorming of human geography means culture would
not be the only bassof cultura geography any more, while society would not be the exclusve topic of
wocia geography. They could not make separated chapters as one of the dementsof human geography
repectively. Through the angle of socia-cultura trandorming, the author takesthe new” human ge-
ography as an exploring ocial science. Its nature of ocia-cultural gpace offersan goproach to other so-
cial sciences to explore their connotation, and it a9 shows the direction and content of pace expand-
ing for them. The process of scia-culturd trandorming in human geography indicates not only the
course of subject recombining and research content of new human geography , but a< the process of
how socia geography and other branch subjectsintercross. Secondly , the author triesto generdize the
research content , structure and am of* new” scia geography , that istoo say , the comprehensve the-
ories and recent development of* socia gace structure”. For example, the theory of modernization of
wcia-cultura patterns and the modesof multi-structure of ocia gace includesfour theories. Thirdly,
the new mutua research directionsof new scia geography and other branch subjectsof new” human
geography , as well as the relative content and research structures, have been discussed in this article.
While new socia geography isexploring social ace structure and its system, it must take regionsas a
main subject. Moreover , acity isone kind of socia ace structure dominated by regions. There are
two main research tendencies: oneis study on urban socia structure and atia process, and the other
is the research on cia behavioral modes and urban socia gace sructure. Therefore, the basc theory
of“ new” socid geography with blurrier and blurrier subject bordersisthe theoretical bassof anayzing
and discusing problemsin other branch subjectsof human geography.
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Fig.5 Research direction of intercrosdng core contents of new ocid geogrgphy and new branch subjectsin human geography
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